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By ALLI WATTERS

ilwaukee’s art scene is expanding. Already
this year, not one, not two, but three new
galleries have opened around the city.
The James May Gallery (2201 N. Farwell
Ave.) came to the East Side all the way
from the Door Peninsula, where artist and
director/curator Kendra Bulgrin had been showcasing
art since 2015. The gallery, named after her two sons,
features her paintings as well as work from emerging
and established artists. “This is my passion ... and it has
been missing from my life [since the pandemic]. I'm so
thrilled it all came together,” says Bulgrin.
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From left: The James May Gallery; MIAD Gallery at The
Ave; La Gente Art Gallery (Sh**ty Art Night submission)

Just a few blocks away,
sibling duo Olivia and Marisa
Camachoopened LaGente Art
Gallery (2478 N. Murray Ave.).
The proudly queer-owned
space is a celebration of all
things art, with a makerspace
inthe frontand exhibition gal-
lery in the back. The duo even
hosts “Sh**ty Art Nights” once
amonth to inspire people to
create. “My sibling and Thave
areally strong bond, and we
hope that shows through our
gallery,” Olivia says. “Ilike that
people say they feel creative
and comfortable here.”

After some delays, the
Milwaukee Institute of Art
and Design opened MIAD

YOU’VE HEARD OF JAZZ IN THE PARK and Shakespeare in the Park, but new this year is Mozart in the Park. “It's easy
listening music,” says Renata Herrera, the Florentine Opera’s education and community engagement director. “It's light-hearted
[and]it's extremely dramatic, and by that | mean, you'll get the emotion of the story even if you don't speak the language.” A

mix of Mozart's operas will be performed by the Florentine's prestigious summer studio ensemble, which brings in talent from
around the country. The shows will be partially staged and costumed, and the first concert is on July 5 at Lake Park. The series
travels to local parks through Aug. 12. Check for more dates and locations at florentineopera.org. - AW

Gallery at The Ave (301 W.
Wisconsin Ave.) in April. The
space showcases work from
students, alumni and staff
at MIAD. “[When] I saw our
first group of students come
in, it was just an incredible
moment,” gallery manager
Monica Miller says. “Youcould
see the look on their faces, like
‘Wow, this is a space that we
have - this is our space.””

Both MIAD Gallery at The
Ave and James May Gallery
are participating in this sum-
mer’s Gallery Night MKE on
July 21-22.

Learn more about Gallery Night at
gallerynightmke.com.
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